June 2021
Dear President Biden and Members of Congress,

As businesses that value and depend on Bristol Bay's pristine waters, we stand with the
people of Bristol Bay and ask our elected leaders to quickly act to permanently protect
Bristol Bay from large-scale mining. For nearly two decades, the proposed Pebble Mine has
threatened the Bristol Bay region and its world-class wild salmon fishery, which supplies
nearly 60% of the world's sockeye salmon, employs more than 15,000 Americans, and
generates $2.2 billion in annual economic activity.

In November 2020, the US Army Corps of Engineers denied the Pebble Limited
Partnership's Clean Water Act permit application, pausing this dangerous project from
moving forward. The following week, Bristol Bay tribes and residents who call this area
home released a Call to Protect Bristol Bay, outlining their vision for permanent protections
and a two-step process that would ensure that industrial scale mining does not continue to
threaten Bristol Bay's communities, fishermen, businesses and way of life:

e The Environmental Protection Agency should use its authority under section 404(c)
of the Clean Water Act to veto the Pebble Mine. No other approach can provide the
immediate protections necessary for the people and businesses that depend on
Bristol Bay. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and
the Environmental Protection Agency have all concluded that Pebble Mine will
permanently damage Bristol Bay and its fishery. It's time to act on that science and
give Bristol Bay immediate protection through a 404(c) veto.

e To ensure that Bristol Bay's protections are not reversed by future administrations,
Congress should also advance permanent legislative protection for the area. Any
legislation must protect the watershed and fisheries of Bristol Bay in perpetuity and
ban any industrial mining project that will endanger the salmon and thousands of
jobs that depend upon them. We have a responsibility to protect our way of life and
any legislative action must ensure these waters are protected for future generations.

We must permanently close the door on the Pebble Mine or any other large mining
development in the Bristol Bay region. Bristol Bay is a renewable economic engine that
sustains thousands of businesses throughout the country. It is in our country's best interest
to permanently protect Bristol Bay and ensure that it will continue to provide jobs,
revenue, recreation opportunities, and sustainable, wild seafood into the future.

Sincerely,
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